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SUBJECT: UNDERSEA DETECTION SYSTEMS: FRENCH POSITION 

1 . MISTRAL, ACTING CHIEF OF PACTS AND DISARMAMENT 
AT QUAI CALLED IN EMBOFF MAY 4 TO DISCUSS UNDERSEA 
DETECTION SYSTEMS (SOSUS). 

2. MISTRAL STATED HIS REMARKS WERE UNOFFICIAL AND PER- 
SONAL. HE OPENED BY SAYING FRANCE IS NOT, REPEAT NOT, 

THE DEMANDEUR CONCERNING SOSUS INFORMATION. FRANCE HAD 
INFORMED THE US LAST SUMMER OF THE PROPOSED FRENCH POSI- 
TION ON THE MEXICAN AMENDMENT WHICH WOULD PROHIBIT 
MILITARY DEVICES ON THE CONTINENTAL SHELF. THE 
UNITED STATES HAD ASKED TO REVIEW JOINTLY THIS LOS 
ISSUE. DURING THE JOINT REVIEW FRANCE HAD MADE 
CERTAIN REQUESTS CONCERNING SOSUS TO WHICH THE U.S. 

HAS NOT YET RESPONDED. 

3. MISTRAL CONTINUED THAT THE GOF UNDERSTANDS THAT 
IT IS UP TO THE U.S. WHETHER. HOW, AND AT WHAT LEVEL 
IT RESPONDS TO THESE QUIRIES. 

4. MISTRAL SAID THAT FRANCE WILL PROBABLY MAINTAIN 
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ITS POSITION OF SUPPORT FOR THE MEXICAN AMENDMENT 
AT THE MAY LOS CONFERENCE IN THE ABSENCE OF THE 
U.S. RESPONSE ON SOSUS. THE FINAL DECISION IS NOT 
YET MADE BUT THAT IS THE LIKELY OUTCOME. 

5. EMBOFF, SPEAKING PERSONALLY, NOTED THAT THIS 
QUESTION INVOLVES FRENCH SECURITY INTERESTS AS WELL 
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AS U.S. HE ASKED MISTRAL WHY LATTER 
AND DEPUTY POLITICAL DIRECTOR PANIEZ HAD NOT 
RAISED SOSUS DURING APRIL 29 CONFERENCE IN 
WASHINGTON. MISTRAL REPLIED THAT FRANCE IS NOT THE 
DEMANDEUR. MISTRAL SAID HE COULD NOT 
EXCLUDE THAT THE SUBJECT WOULD COME UP DURING 
THE LONDON SUMMIT IN BILATERAL CONFERENCES. 

6. COMMENT: WE VIEW THIS APPROACH WHICH WAS 
CERTAINLY NOT UNOFFICIAL AND PERSONAL, DESPITE 
MISTRAL'S STATEMENT, AS ANOTHER TIGHTENING OF THE 
SCREW ON THE SOSUS ISSUE BY THE GOF. WE DO NOT 
KNOW AT WHAT LEVEL IN LONDON THE FRENCH MAY WISH TO 
DISCUSS THIS, BUT MISTRAL'S COMMENTS MAKE IT CLEAR 
THAT THEY WANT A RESPONSE VERY MUCH. 

GAMMON 
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